
AFCEA London Chapter:  President’s Report - AGM – 21st October 2021 
 

Review of the 2020 / 2021 Season 
 
 

 

Changes in Chapter Leadership: 

 

Jacqui Chard retired from her job at NCSC and resigned as AFCEA London Chapter President at the 

end of June 2021.   We are very grateful to Jacqui for bringing a refreshing new approach to the 

Chapter and for opening some new doors to Other Government Departments for us with regard to 

speakers.  At the time of her appointment, she was our first female and the first non-military 

Chapter President – not just in the London Chapter, but also in Europe.  

 

Gp Capt Tom Ashbridge assumed the role of London Chapter President on an “interim” basis and 

unless anything unforeseen happens, will be voted in formally later in the proceedings, during the 

Election of Officers and Committee Members. 

 

Simon Wilkinson resigned as the Membership Secretary after many years in the role.  He took an 

overseas post with the UK MoD.  Martin Edwards took over the role of Membership Secretary and 

leaves his previous London Chapter Marketing role vacant. 

 

Meetings and Events: 

 

As we all know, during the period up to July 2021, we were still operating in strange and very 

difficult times.  The London Chapter Committee has done an amazing job of keeping AFCEA 

community together and collaborating throughout the COVID pandemic.  Despite Covid-19 

restrictions and the lock-down, we managed to hold a number of very successful virtual webinars 

during the season.  Led by the London Chapter, we pooled resources with AFCEA UK West and took 

turns to engage some interesting speakers.  Particular thanks go to Martin Edwards and TriCIS Ltd for 

making available their MS Teams platform for us to use to allow an immediate continuation of 

AFCEA activity during lockdown.  We continued to build from there, with Bruce Wynn’s 

determination to find a more suitable platform paid dividends and we migrated across to 

Webinargeek and a new and much more slick electronic booking form.  Rumours that Bruce has 

retired are just that.  He’s still (thankfully) working in the background for us and acts as the head 

wrangler for the virtual meetings.  We must thank Mike St John Green for his amazing work as our 

consummate facilitator / moderator for the webinar Q&A sessions.  I would also like to highlight the 

work of Jean McLeish in keeping us under control financially during difficult times and Chris Yorke for 

being the glue that has kept the entire organisation together and functioning so smoothly 

throughout the pandemic.  Particular highlights of the last year include: 

 

• We held a total of 11 virtual meetings during the season – 3 shared with the UK West 

Chapter 

• A selection of speaker highlights were:  

o Christine Maxwell – MoD 

o David Ferbrache – KPMG  



o Sarah Lyons – NCSC 

o Wg Cdr Ben Sharp – RAF High Wycombe 

o Dr Nicola Millard - BT 

 

Intent for 2022 

 

Subject to the AGM confirming me in the London Chapter President role, I intend to use the 

opportunity of emerging from the pandemic to “build back better”.  This will start in January 2022, 

with our return to a “BT-hosted event in a prestigious central London venue”, but we will also seek 

to find a new home, given that our previous home in the Naval Club has gone into administration.  

We should thank the management & staff of the Naval Club who have looked after us for the last 

few years.  We are currently researching alternative venues (RAF Club & RAG – Army & Navy Club) 

for a trial meeting in the New Year, probably February 2022.  We would also like to leverage our 

corporate members to host meetings, so if you belong to a Corporate and would be prepared to host 

a future London Chapter meeting, then please let us know.   

 

Beyond this, I am keen to build on Jacqui’s legacy and grow our engagement across the Defence and 

Security Sector, taking a broad view of AFCEA membership and seeking to expand our network 

within government and industry. I intend to lean on the Emerging Leader network to help us grow 

our engagement and help our younger members expand their network, access, and perspective 

through the AFCEA Chapter.  I would like to use the AFCEA network to enable collaboration on 

problems and challenges and intend to use the AFCEA international network for opportunities to 

inform and develop our Chapter members in London.   

 

I expect that the first 6 months of 2022 will be some experimentation while we learn what works in 

the new world, and this will lead up to our important event of 2022, the AFCEA London TriCyCIS 

Conference and Dinner. We have negotiated an agreement with Royal Holloway to postpone the 

event for a second time and it has been rescheduled for 16th June 2022, thus avoiding a significant 

loss of money in terms of cancellation charges.  All bookings received from delegates and our 

Corporate members for exhibit space and tables for the dinner for the original 2020 event have been 

carried over to the new TriCyCIS 2022.  A new website for the event is up and running and bookings 

are now being taken. 

 

I look forward to working with the AFCEA London Committee and our members to develop these 

ideas into a deliverable programme of events for 2022.  If you feel you can help then please get in 

touch. 

 

 

Tom Ashbridge 

AFCEA London Chapter President 

 


